
On behalf of the entire LINC Leadership Team, welcome to the LINC Program!  

 

LINC was started in January 2008, making this the fourth semester of LINC at UNL. This means that 

several active mentors (and maybe even mentees!) are now  òexperienced veteransó of LINC, having 

participated in LINC in past semesters. To those veterans: thanks for your commitment to LINC and, 

in turn, your support for the entire international com-

munity at UNL.  

 

To the new mentors and mentees this semester: 

welcome and thanks for your interest in LINC! We 

hope that you are able to take a lot away from 

LINC this semester: a new perspective, new oppor-

tunities and, most importantly, a new friend!  

 

This spring Sarah Barr, LINCõs faculty sponsor 

(and Study Abroad/Exchange Programs Advisor 

for UNLõs Office of International Affairs), reached 

out to several students to expand the LINC Lead-

ership Team. This team of 10 students has been 

working over the summer to help improve LINC in 

several ways. We hope that this fall weõll be able 

to offer LINC participants with an enjoyable Con-

nections Party, several exciting LINC events and a 

memorable Closing Party.  

 

Good luck with your Fall semester, both with LINC 

and with your other activities! Please do not hesi-

tate to email us with any feedback or questions 

(info@peopleinlinc.org). Weõre looking forward to 

hearing about your successful LINC story soon!  

 

Regards,  

Paul Bauer, LINC Leadership Team  

Welcome to LINC, Fall 2009!  

Expectations for LINC Mentors and Mentees  

We ask the mentor/mentee pair to meet for an hour a week for 8 weeks.  

 

The mentorõs role is to help the foreign student feel more comfortable here at UNL. Basically you 

meet a really cool person and we hope 

you become friends with them!  

 

"Meeting with your partner" can 

include nearly anything: grabbing 

lunch together, attending a LINC 

event, hanging out and watching 

TV (The Office, Greyõs Anatomy, 24, 

South Park, é), sharing a òstudy 

hour,ó the list goes on! It's totally 

up to you and your partner and it 

varies greatly for every pair.  

 

It's a lot of fun to be in  LINC! In our 

experiences (and weõre guessing in 

your travels as well), you meet 

some of the coolest, kindest people 

in your interactions with the 

"International Community." At it's  heart,  LINC works to provide UNL students and Lincoln community 

members with easy access to that community. We hope you have a great time! Donõt forget to attend 

the Closing Party!  
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Tips, activity ideas and whatõs new with LINC! Volume 2, Issue 1  

The primary objective of 

the LINC program is to 

assist new international 

students in their academic, 

social and cultural adjust-

ments to UNL and the Lin-

coln community. Mentors 

and students meet (or 

contact each other) once a 

week for 8 weeks during 

the semester. They can 

decide together on activi-

ties to do as well.  

Objective of the 

LINC program:  
The Fall 2009 LINC program will offi-

cially close on 

with the LINC Closing Party. Weõd like 

ALL mentor/mentee pairs to attend the 

Closing Party and share this semesterõs 

experiences with other LINC partici-

pants!  

Closing Party!!  
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My name is Nikki and I joined the LINC Mentor program to fulfill a particular 

component of one of my classes along with several of my peers. At the 

Connections Party, my friend, Kiana, and I were paired up with Sun. Sun, 

who likes to be called Bo, was a transfer student from China in his third 

year of university studies. He was very intellectually inquisitive and endear-

ingly chatty.  

One day during the 

fifth week of the 

LINC Mentor Pro-

gram, I checked my 

email between clas-

ses and noticed that 

I had received a 

facebook message 

from Bo asking if I 

could help him on 

an English assign-

ment. I wrote back 

to let him know that 

I would not mind. 

Literally thirty se-

conds later, I re-

ceive a text mes-

sage asking if we 

could meet up for lunch in Selleck around 1:50pm. We met up and I asked 

Bo what his paper was about. He told me that he had to write an opinionat-

ed essay for his English class, but he had not started it yet. I asked him if 

he had thought of any possible topics yet. He told me he had a few ideas 

about how people ought not to waste time, or how the food in Selleck was 

so horrible, but those did not seem like topics that would fulfill the length 

requirement of 800 words.  

I suggested that he write about something in China that he did or did not 

like. I had come to realize over the last few weeks that Bo was very opinion-

ated and did not always agree with certain aspect of his governmentõs poli-

cy. Initially he reacted by saying, òNo I donõt want 

to do that because there are some other Chinese 

students in the class and they might get angry.ó I 

reassured him that he did not have to worry 

about that here, and that he was allowed to say 

whatever he wanted. If his Chinese peers had a 

problem with his opinions, they would learn to 

agree to disagree. I saw him struggle with the 

idea, so I left the subject at that and told Bo that 

I would return later that evening after he had 

finished writing his paper.  

When I returned to Selleck to proof -read his pa-

per, I was pleaseantly surprised to find out that 

Bo had heeded my suggestion. He had decided 

to write his essay on the Chinese governmentõs 

censorship. We took a break half -way through 

editing the paper to have dinner with Kiana for 

some quality mentors -mentee time, and we were 

happy to run into Zach, a friend from my class that grew up in Europe, Di-

ana, a friend from Colombia, and Benoit, another LINC mentee. I wish I 

could say we had a lovely civilized conversation, 

but Iõm afraid our conversation was far from that; 

however, culturally it was rather insightful.  

We talked about the òrealitiesó of prostitution in 

our various countries; we talked about Genetically 

Modified Organisms ñmore specifically how our 

fruit here in the US was not good enough for Be-

noitõs EU standards (even though his dinner con-

sisted of GMO potato French fries); and we talked 

about our different experiences traveling. My fa-

vorite part was listening to all the languages spo-

ken during our conversation. Benoit and Diana 

chatted in French, while Zach asked Bo about pro-

fanities in Chinese. Then Diana and I had an ex-

tensive debate in Spanish over which Spanish ac-

cents were the most attractive, while Kiana told Bo 

about how she had been disconnected from the 

Indian side of her family until she was fifteen. 

Witnessing the intrinsic bonds that unite even the 

most unlikely and motley of groups was truly 

humbling.   

After dinner, Kiana and I continued to help Bo with 

his paper until it was finished. During the writing 

process, we got talking about our living arrange-

ments for the following school year when Bo told 

us that he didnõt know what he was going to do. 

Then I had an epiphany! BO SHOULD BE BOB AND 

ZACHõS ROOMMATE NEXT YEAR!!! I immediately 

called Zach and Bob to pitch them the idea and 

the three of them sounded super excited about it. 

Then Bo turned to Kiana and me and said the 

most adorable thing ever! òI hope you guys donõt 

see our relationship as only mentor and mentee. I 

hope we are really becoming close friends.ó I 

KNOW!!! The moment was hug -worthy! He is the 

sweetest thing ever! So pretty much Bo has been 

adopted into our dysfunctional family of friends, 

he will be living with Zach and Bob for the fall of 

2009, and one day Bo and I are going to travel 

around China together. Oh! And to finish off the 

lovely night, Kiana, Bo, Benoit, and I played a few 

games of pool.  

I know that the LINC Mentor Program doesnõt work 

out 100% for every match made at the Connec-

tions Party; however, if my friends and I had not 

taken the risk, we wouldnõt have had the oppor-

tunity to get to know, learn about, and enjoy the 

company of some pretty amazing individuals. The-

se are the kinds of cross -cultural exchanges that 

are necessary to overcome the barriers that threat-

en to keep humanity in constant conflict.  

Nikki, LINC Leadership Team  

A LINC Testimonial: Nikki and Bo  
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Sun, LINC 

Leadership Team  
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Fall 2009 LINC Events  

Stay Involved, Stay up to Date with these Resources!  
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Each semester LINC holds several òLINC Events,ó a sort of field trip 

where a group of mentors and mentees gather and hit the streets of 

Lincoln together. Here are the events weõre working on for this Fall! 

Thursday, September 17th, 10:00 a.m. ñ2:30 p.m.  

Centinnial Mall South (15th & M St.)  

òWorld Day on the Mall is an opportunity to share, 

experience, and value other cultures in our commu-

nity through ethnic food, music, entertainment, and 

information about our global society.ó 

Friday, October 2nd, 5:00 ñ7:00 p.m.  

Downtown Lincoln (12th & Q St. and nearby)  

Free admission to several museums within walking distance of campus: Great Plains Art Museum, Lentz 

Center for Asian Art, Sheldon Memorial Art Museum, Nebraska Museum of Natu-

ral History, more if time permits!  

October, 12th, 13th or 14th, TBD!  

A one-hour session on how to survive a Nebraska winter, aimed at International 

Students from warm climates!  

Saturday, October 24th  

Downtown Lincoln (14th and K St.)  

Free tour of  the Nebraska State Capital!

LINC Events are 

a great way to 

meet other 

people in the 

LINC program: 

both mentors 

and students!  

Interested in one of these 

events? Have ideas for 

other events? Sign up or 

let us know! Email: 

info@peopleinlinc.org  
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LINC Website!    www.peopleinlinc.org  

Events and activities will be listed on the website!  

Facebook Group!   LINC -  Lincoln International Networking Community  

Join our Facebook group!  

Twitter!    http://twitter.com/unlLINC  

Shaq, Bo Pelini, Ashton Kutcher.. Theyõre all on Twitter, we are too! 

Email!     info@peopleinlinc.org  

Donõt be afraid to email us with any feedback or questions! If you are having trouble 

contacting your partner, please let us know!  

LINC INK  

 

Good Luck with your match this 

semester! See you at the 

closing party!!!  
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